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‘When you think of archaeology, do ancient civilizations and

thousand-year-old artifacts come to mind? Archaeological

discoveries aren't just about the distant past. Even objects
from a century ago tell fascinating stories beneath the soil.
Through archaeological findings from the late 19th century

onward, we'll explore how Tokyo grew into the metropolis

we know today. Come join us on an exciting journey to un-

cover the young Tokyo of the past!
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Prologue

Unearthing Modern Tokyo

During excavations of Edo-period sites in central To-

Z & W B WS
kyo, remains from Japan's modern era were frequently % LEBDTPEMMERERT BH5EDICA > TUE, Fa
discovered. This pattern emerged because the Meiji =B TR D iﬁ M - WAESICHLIELIE ;gé;é-g—

government took over many former samurai resi- BoLLEARYELE, RERD TLPBROXRREDD

dential areas and built new public facilities, including ¢oLlw> Lo

S CIFBRAEGERAFICHEUR S I, e RN EINTUL
government ministries and offices, on these lands. In
fact, the excavation of modern-era sites began natu- feh b, EMREHEFRELEARIT, TP EHOAR
F>< 2
rally alongside the work on Edo-period sites. ORI EREICHEE--TWLWIED T,
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Siodome site in Minato Ward, Tokyo. i f) i,"i ;Z::'
In the Edo period (early modern period, it was home to the T s — D L
samurai residences of the Sendai domain and others. In the Ly g EB Ok
Meiji period(modern period), it became the site of Former ,35_ E ; i ﬁ
Shimbashi Station, the first railway station in Japan. And ° 28 & o
today, it's where you’ll find SIODOME SIOSITE! & & B %
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This is the remains
of a steam locomotive
shed.




Naitocho site in
Shinjuku Ward, To-
v kyo.

In the Edo period

(early modern period, it was home to the sa-

murai residences of the Takato domain. The
extent of this site includes part of an imperi-
al garden built in the Meiji period (modern
period). And the garden is still in operation
today as Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden.
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These are the remains
of a modern greenhouse.
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Motoasakusa site in Taito Ward, Tokyo.
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In the Edo period (early modern period), the site was

home to the samurai residence of the Matsuyama domain.

In the Meiji period(modern period), it became the loca-
tion of the Tokyo Prefecture First High School for Gitls.
And today, it's where you'll find Tokyo Metropolitan Ha-
kuou High School!
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One of the defining features of modernization is the freedom 1_)' + H /8 ?L% g % ) A {id
of movement it brought to people a; € A i A 7 E O T DMK 3-‘-{
. oo mipw @2 LED
This was made possible by the remarkable advancement of < PR B | e & FOA D 3 %
transportation. ’;; ¢ oA d |+ i °© * = i 4 FY ?s
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Access to safe water is one of the most essential requirements for human W o 48 2 L o= o E o5 % .-t
survival. ES = © # Y T*:; #m Ex R ok & & 7|(
Even in Edo, the predecessor of modern Tokyo, a water supply system had —9:' T w7 . ~ 2 BT
(o \
been developed. However, repeated outbreaks of cholera highlighted the ;I'; i 2 A }Z’)i % > § 3; L< ?)E‘
g =l [Z
need for a safer and more modern water infrastructure. D ?j A :';'] o (\ = = @ t a)
In 1898, the introduction of a pressurized water supply system using pumps £ de < N K 3T g T
at Yodobashi Josui-jo(Yodobashi Water Purification Plant) marked a ma- B o Ik 5 =Y L Tt ° &% ﬁ-i
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C l—l ADTER ]I’ Tokyo’s growth has always been shaped JS-) —_.[ \\:‘1\3

by challenges. Time and again, the

city has faced disasters—floods, earth- < 4
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%H% Earthquakes

[\—1:3-5%;%‘3 = Tokyo has experienced multiple earthquakes throughout its history. Among e A N SR @
N o . _
‘ 0" ﬁ them, the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923 was particularly devastating. In ERR> S R é
" . 2 . . X E C & L )
L] ‘m addition to widespread building collapses, the disaster struck around midday T p o T 2 Jx
S fut
when many people were cooking, causing numerous fires to break out. Strong H x T 3 b, ;_ i
winds further fueled the flames, turning the event into an unprecedented ca- D 2 K H B o~
tastrophe that claimed the lives of over 100,000 people, including those who X 5 ; < IjI;t K
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The influence of Western culture has significantly A
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diversified Japan's material culture, including é j’;, f_

accessories, cosmetics, and stationery, beyond tableware T F iR
alone. The widespread availability of various industrial E él
products has introduced new materials, such as glass ¥ >
and resins, transforming everyday life. Many long- :‘C; i
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(ARBHREEZEDE) The Lives of the Imperial Families

With the Emperor's relocation to Tokyo,
many members of the imperial branch
families (Miyake) also moved to the new

FARFBPAMAD Y L HCETERTOE “BEBR" FENhBBE, . R .
capital. These imperial relatives were of-
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ten pioneers in adopting Western clothing
and other contemporary cultural elements.
However, they also strongly preserved the
traditional cultural practices that had con-

tinued since the Edo period.
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In politics and diplomacy, the introduction of Western culture x A2 ® L & @
l‘-FH_g began early, including the adoption of meat-based dishes at social % £ L ¥ 7= Bk Bk
gatherings. French-style tableware for formal dining has been ex- B L RS
b cavated from archaeological sites dating back to this period, though T <L L b x ;i
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it is relatively rare. However, rather than fully adopting Western L - < ¥ 1t sh AN
dining practices, there was a tendency to adapt Western dishes to = #E WD Do E‘
fit traditional Japanese meal customs. S Bl E o B oo
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Life of the ‘Oyatoi Gaikokujin' (Foreign Experts)

During Japan’s rapid modernization in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,

many foreign experts were invited to Tokyo to help implement the latest Western
technologies.
Did they feel homesick in this distant eastern land, so different from their own?

Archaeological findings from their living quarters still evoke the distinctive
Western atmosphere that once characterized these spaces in early modern Tokyo.
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5 Life in wartime
Following its victories in the First Sino-Japanese War

and the Russo-Japanese War, Japan eventually found
itself embroiled in additional conflicts, notably the Second
Sino-Japanese War and military actions in the Pacific,
which led to confrontation with Western powers. With
few natural resources at its disposal, Japan faced significant
challenges during this period. As Japan’s involvement in
World War Il intensified, the population faced increasing
restrictions on daily life, largely due to the strain of war

efforts. Evidence of these challenging wartime conditions

can be seen in everyday household items.
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Tokyo’s Past and Future

J ]
‘ﬁP 1108 ue Tokyo, as you've explored in this exhibition, has continued to change over

time. Following the postwar period of rapid economic growth, it has de-
veloped into the global metropolis that captures the world's attention today. However, it is worth re-
membering that Tokyo stands on a foundation laid by those before us, who adapted to changes and
overcame challenges. Today, the city continues to evolve, carrying forward the lessons of the past as it

moves toward the future.
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The transportation network, which began in Tokyo with trains and buses, now covers the entire city.To

improve urban functions, the city continues to evolve with changes to routes, underground and elevated }?‘fj fE ; A

lines, and other modifications. S 7
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To further enhance the safe
and secure city built by the

uprade |

efforts of those who came be-
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fore us, Tokyo has launched

"TOKYO Resilience

the

RER

This project aims

Project.

to ensure a city where people

can live comfortably 100 years

into the future.
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Tokyo is continuing its development toward the

Eighty years after World War 1II,

future. Amid these ongoing efforts, new traces of old Tokyo will continue to emerge

from beneath the ground tomorrow. The Tokyo Metropolitan Archaeological Center

is committed to ensuring that this valuable history is accurately passed down to future

generations through its excavation work, contributing to the growth of future Tokyo.
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Eighty years after World War II, Tokyo is continuing its development
toward the future. Amid these ongoing efforts, new traces of old To-
kyo will continue to emerge from beneath the ground tomorrow. The
Tokyo Metropolitan Archaeological Center is committed to ensuring

that this valuable history is accurately passed down to future genera-

tions through its excavation work, contributing to the growth of fu-

ture Tokyo.
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