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Prologue: The excavations of the Tama Hills
The Tama New Town is one of the largest planned communities in Japan. 964 sites were discovered from the Tama Hills, excavated by the Tokyo

Metropolitan Archaeological Center among the past 40 years.
The “Tama New Town Sites” is a collective term for the 964 sites discovered and excavated within the Tama New Town development project area. The

sites are assigned by numbers, as “Tama New Town the No.72 site.” The 964 sites are mainly distributed on gentle slopes, terrace faces, and valleys
along the river. People first came to the Tama Hills around 32,000 years ago, during the Late Paleolithic Period. Since then, people have lived on the hills

continuously, leaving many sites on the hills.
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Late Paleolithic period Wondering life in search of food
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People began living in the Tama New Town area about 32,000 years ago—towards the end of the Ice Age. The climate was similar to that of Hokkaido
today, so most of their food came from the large animals that lived in the coniferous forests, the salmon that swam up the rivers, and the nuts, fruits,
and seeds that grew on nearby plants. They lived a transitory life, seeking out enormous game like the Palaeoloxodon naumanni elephant and the

Megaloceros giganteus elk.

The Emergence of Pottery (Incipient Jomon Period)

Around 16,000 years ago, pottery appears in Japan, marking the beginning of the Jomon Period.
Although pottery enabled dramatic improvement in food processing and cooking techniques, the life in the Incipient Jomon Period was much the
same as the preceding Paleolithic Period. People were mostly nomadic, traveling from place to place in a short period of time, in search of prey

animals.

The drastic change of lifestyle occurs around 12,000 years ago, after the global climate warming.
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Initial Jomon Period People started living in pit dwellings

As volcanic activity gradually subsided on a global scale, the climate began to warm up even more. Rather than hunting large game, people began to
go after smaller, nimbler animals like wild boar and deer. This required that they develop new hunting methods, such as bows and arrows or trap pits.
At the same time, plants became a greater portion of people’s diets, and they made numerous potteries and stone tools for processing these new
foods.

This is also the period when pit dwellings begin to be built in the Tama New Town area.

Early Jomon period Okabito(the dwellers of the Tama Hills) expanded their activity

The warm climate peaked around the middle of the early Jomon period (about 6,000 years ago), when sea levels were around three to five meters
higher than now, it also known as the Jomon transgression.

Although we have very few habitation sites in the Tama New Town area from this period, the fact that we have found a lot of potteries from the later
half of the early Jomon period nearly everywhere across the hills leads us to suspect that the Okabito expanded their range of activity during this time.
The potteries features a variety of patterns that were drawn with different kinds of tools, and the types of stone tools increased as well. The people of
this time also made accessories such as Ketsujo-mimikazari earrings.
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Early-middle Jomon period Large settlements appeared

By about 5,000 years ago the mild climate had become stable, giving rise to large deciduous broad-leaved forests and laurel forests where people
could hunt game, fish, forage for wild vegetables, and collect nuts and fruits from trees. In this rich nature, Okabito began to come together to form
large settlements where they would live more stable, regular lives.

Each settlement would have a designated disposal site, and the discoveries we have made there have given us a wealth of information.

Much of the pottery from this time features snakes or other animal motifs, while other examples have distinctive shapes reminiscent of Yukotsubatsuki
—doki (pottery with pin holes and ring). We have also discovered items used in festivals or rituals, such as Dogu clay figurines and Sekibo phalluses.

Late-middle Jomon period The people came and went in the hills

The No.72 site is the most massive sites in the southern Kanto region. Here, we have found of some 275 dwellings dating back about 4,500 years

to the late-middle Jomon period. Among the numerous relics discovered here are some that indicate lively interaction between the people of this
settlement and those living in settlements farther away. For example, the obsidian were mainly brought by Chubu area, and the jade had come in
Hokuriku area. Some potteries carried from Kinki, Tokai, Hokuriku, Tohoku, and northern Kanto areas. This settlement may have acted as a kind of relay
point, where obsidian and jade in particular would come through on their way to being transported to other settlements.
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Late Jomon period

The people who came down from the hills
Although small, the settlements that existed in
the Tama New Town area prior to the first half of
the late Jomon (until about 4,000 years ago) stood
on the top of the hills. Sites from this era feature
distinctive stone floored relics called Haiseki, as
well as numerous tools thought to have been
used during festivals and similar occasions. These
items may express the hopes of the hill dwellers
for tranquility and abundance in their lives. In the
second half of the late Jomon period, the people
for some reason disappear from the hills all at once. EHEI*OLER Fomiiid
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Yayoi period When the making of rice began

The making of rice comes from the continent in Kyushu and the Kinki district two thousand several hundred years ago, and the use of the metal tool
begins, too.However, it is after it is late a little that this new culture comes to the Kanto district.It becomes in the middle of Yayoi period, and it is after

that the figure of people cut off since the end of the Jomon period returns to this hill.

The characteristic of remains of the first half in the middle of Yayoi period is the point where an earthenware vessel is often found in alone. In the

Tama new subdivision area, a house and the grave of this time are not found.

A spot appears, and the grave of the leader called the tomb surrounded by a square moat is made, but the remains are limited to the southwestern
part of the hill, and there are not many numbers if it becomes in the latter half of the middle in Yayoi period. Like the N0.920 site, what would the

reason that chose the hill top where people left the low land in the place of the life be?
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Early Kofun period When Keyhole-shaped mound tombs appeared

In the Kinki region, the king and his the Yamato government sought to strengthen their connections with ruling families in each region in order to
exert more control. To demonstrate that power, they had enormous mounds tombs built during the late third century throughout the Japanese
archipelago—including large keyhole-shaped mounded tombs called Zenpokoen-fun.

Even in the Tama Hills we find tombs with low mound and moat, and several settlement sites around the southwest area of the hills. Land cultivation
advanced in the settlements with the popularization of iron farm tools, temporarily stimulating development in the hills. But not long after, the people
again disappeared from this area.

Late Kofun period The rise of new power

In the 6th and 7th centuries, mound groups and tunnel tomb groups begin to appear in the hills where human activity had stopped in the late 4th
century. They are thought to have been built for the group leaders and their family members who had recently moved to the hilly areas. The people
here lived by handicraft production of pottery and wooden goods, as well as reclaiming the hillsides.

This was a time of great innovations in daily living, with many of the homes featuring Kamado ovens originally brought from the Korean peninsula.
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Nara period The spread of hills developments and ceramic production
In 710, the captial was moved from Fujiwara-kyo in Asuka to Heijo-kyo in Nara. The
building of the Japanese nation under the Ritsuryo codes had begun in earnest.

The provincial government and Kokubuniji (state-supported provincial temples) in
Musashi Province were set up nearby, making the Tama Hills an active site for the
production of roof tiles, Sue ware, and similar products. The people here made active
use of the abundant clay and wood-based fuels available in the hilly areas.

Remains of kiln used to make roof tiles and Sue ware have been discovered at the

No.342, No.446, and No.513 site. Archeologists also found a wooden plate branded ZE_1—2UVHMEREDEERRE (L)
with a character such as “Kan” at the No.107 site, suggesting that the site may have EFTTEMNERR(T)

been tied to some kind of administrative office.
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Heian period Hill development and production of ironware

In Tama Hills, in the Heian period horse pasture called Mimaki of the government direct

control was established.Those pastures are Ono pasture and Yui pasture and Ogawa

pasture at 3points.Those pastures are managed by landed classes in various areas.

They reclaim plowland and doing production of a horse, the ceramic industry and the

smithery were made a bread-and-butter job.

In 10th-around 11th century the smithery atelier where a harness and weapon are

made was increased by the surrounding villages of Mimaki and iron arrowhead is a

farm implement and a tool are exceeded.The landed classes who ruled population of b
the fief and controlled production of horse and iron, soon grew into the warrior bands. TR D
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Heian period Kamakura period The building of Sutra mounds

Throughout the late Heian and early Kamakura periods (from the 11th to 13th

centuries) there was a trend towards “Mappo-shiso”, in which it was believed that

Buddhist providence were falling into decline. In response, the landed classes in

various areas began building sutra mounds in which they buried scripture with a

prayer for peace in their domains and happiness in the afterlife. These mounds then

were designated as holy sites.

Copper canisters used to house paper sutras have been discovered at the sutra BIEROBHEIRR () &7 - %ﬁagz (@)
mounds at Hakusan Shrine and Syoren-ji Temple, as well as at the No.513 site and the AR (No 650 8H) [ ZERHEAR]
Ochiai sutra mound at the No.650 site . At the time, the scriptures themselves were an

object of worship.
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Muromachi period Azuchi-Momoyama period Hills taken by the warrior bands of the East

The collapse of the Kamakura government threw the nation into a turbulent period where powerful daimyo warlords battled for supremacy. The
Tama Hills were a strategic point along travel routes, and many samurai residences were built in this area as well. Fine ceramics discovered at these
sites, including pieces made in China and Koseto, point to the prestige and accompanying lifestyle and culture that these warrior families enjoyed.
Archeologists have also found armed bases and ancient structures in which large sums of money were buried, suggesting some of the strain and
tension of the era. Many of these samurai ended up returning to the land, taking up a key role in their villages as Japan entered the Edo period.

Edo period Satellite villages of Edo

Once the Tokugawa shogunate had been established, Edo developed into one of the world’s leading capitals. The surrounding villages also enjoyed
a lively trade in vegetables and other products. With very little of the flat land suitable for a rice paddy, the Tama Hills took advantage of their woods

resources to produce large amounts of charcoal for fuel.

At the same time, products from each region of Japan ended up passing through Edo. This is the era when people began to use ceramics as tableware
and a variety of other living goods, their way of life leaving its mark on the area right up until the development of Tama New Town.
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Epilogue: The Tama Hill Culture in the future

As previously noted, there were many sites in the Tama New Town area, before the development construction. Few of them are still
preserved, as the Archaeological Site Garden “The Jomon Village” which locates next to our Center. Also, stonework of folk beliefs, such

as the Jizo statues and Koshin towers were once dispersed by the development, but some of were collected in certain places. Valuable
historical heritage still remains on the Hill, and heritage utilization is a major subject.

We have focused on the local history of the Tama Hills, where people have continuously settled for over 30,000 years. We wish our exhibition
helps to create a cultural life in the Tama New Town. Thank you.
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