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Animals were valuable resources, especially for the Jomon People, who were dependent on hunting and gathering. Animals were not only food,
but they were also materials for tools needed in daily life.
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Plants were valuable resource. People had knowledge of many types of plants and the characteristics of their leaves, stems, vines, roots, flowers,
and fruits. By passing on those knowledge, people were able to gain various blessing of nature.
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It has became clear that plant cultivation dates back to the Jomon Period. However, it was about 2,500 years ago that people began to live
mainly on rice cultivation in Japan, which marks the start of the Yayoi Period. The spread of agriculture and livestock breeding enabled secure
food supply, which changed the society drastically. Small polities lead by chiefs, Kuni, emerges, which leads to the formation of the centralized

state, Wa (18 ) or Yamato ( KF1).
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Dogs are the oldest domestic animal. Dog remains dated 30,000 years ago are found in Europe, while the oldest dog remain found in Japan
dates for 9,500 years ago. The dog remains displayed are both burial remains. One is from the Edo Period (18C-19C) and the other is from
the Initial Jomon Period (ca. 5,200 BC). Although the two dogs lived in different periods, they were both buried carefully, suggesting how

important they were.
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During prehistoric times, people have used living things as valuable resources. Gradually it became common to admire them.
People started to keep living things nearby. Keeping pets and gardening were prevalent in Edo, and sometimes they would even make small

dolls to adore.
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Animism can be seen in pre-historic socicties all over the world, so as in the Jomon Period. Animal motifs of Jomon pottery may have had a
special meaning to the Jomon People.
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People seem to find special meanings in birds, which fly high in the blue sky. In various eras, motifs of birds can be seen in ritual objects.
For example, Jomon Pottery with bird-shaped handles, Yayoi doutaku with carving of birds, bird-shaped haniwa which surrounded the Kofun,
and bird-shaped effigies used in ritual practice in the Heian Period.
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