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Obsidian is a natural glass made of lava cooling and hardening. Its broken edge becomes a sharp blade. So, it
was essential in making spearheads and arrowheads for the people of the Paleolithic and Jomon Period who did
not have metal. The areas that produces obsidian are limited. One of them exists on Kouzushima Island, about
170 kilometers away from the center of Tokyo. Many obsidians from Kozushima Island are found from remains of
the Kanto region, including the Tama area here. This precious resource was carried across the ocean.
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Ootsutanoha (Patella optima) is a shellfish that lives in the warm ocean. At the islands of Tokyo, it can only be
found on the rocky shore beaten by waves, south of Miyakejima Island. The Kaiwa, bracelets made from shells,
were much-prized since the Jomon Period. However, it was widely distributed as people started to produce it
systematically from the Yayoi Period.

Kokoma Site on Miyakejima Island is a remain from the middle to late Yayoi Period (probably 2,000 years
ago). The site is considered to have been a campsite for the people of Miura Peninsula, who took part in the
production and distribution of Kaiwa (shell bracelet) made of Ootsutanoha, to catch the shells on the rocky
offshore areas during the fishing season.
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Seafood Processing on the Islands
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Fishing was the major occupation on the islands even during the ancient times. People developed various
activities by utilizing the nature, such as salt-making and fishing of large fish like tuna and bonitos that swam
around the Black Current.

Eventually, the people of the islands took on a very important mission to deliver the Blessings of the Sea to
Heijokyo Nara capital far away. Pot-shaped pottery found in Suruga and Izu area was for simmering bonitos
and are thought to have produced dried bonito.
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Many shells and bones of animals and fish are found from the island remains of the Jomon Period. These
are, in other words, the leftover food of the Jomon people who lived on these islands. These may seem like
trash, however, these are a valuable source of information in researching the food they ate at the time. After
researching, it was found that the Jomon people also ate wild boars that should not live on the island.

The bones and tusks of such animals were utilized as materials to make tools for living. The blessings brought by
the island were further enriched by the wisdom of the people.
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Unique Matsuri, ritual for gods were held on the islands from the ancient times. From the geographic
characteristics, Matsuri related to volcanic eruptions were a very important, indispensable act for the people who
lived on the islands. As it clearly shows, places, where people offered a large number of pottery and stone beads
(remains of a place of worship), are found from various areas of islands.
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Pottery from various regions across the sea can be found on the island. For instance, Kurawa site of Hachijojima
Island. Pottery of the Kanto-Chubu regions as well as the Tohoku, Kinki-Tokai, and Hokuriku regions were found
at the remains of villages from the early to middle Jomon Period (probably 5,000 - 5,500 years ago).

The people who brought the pottery to the island must have delivered various information to the people as well.
Through repeating such activity, a grand exchange across the Black Current took place.
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This is a portion of the load on a ship that was wrecked offshore of
Kouzushima island during the end of Edo Period about 200 years
ago. Since the mortar, ink stone, millstone, and ceramics that was
discovered are thought to be a product of the Kansai region, Sengoku
cargo ship that was heading towards Edo from the Osaka area.
Everyone who crossed the blue ocean must have sailed praying for a
safe voyage. Regardless of whether their prayers were heard, people
have continued to challenge the ocean with strong determinations.
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Poeple Beyond the Far South Pacific
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Kita-iwojima Island of the Ogasawara Islands are located on the Pacific Ocean about 1,300 kilometers from Tokyo.
Many potteries and stone tools that were excavated at Ishino site in this island had characteristics of the culture
of the South Pacific that can not be found in other archeological sites investigation.Moreover, as a result of
dating, it was probably 1,900 years ago (equivalent to the Yayoi Period).
This tells us that the islands of Tokyo had connection with the far South Pacific from the distant past.
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Poeple Sailing the Great Pacific Ocean
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In an age when neither engines nor compasses existed, how were people able to cross thousands kilometers on
the vast ocean field?
A model of a canoe and charts made probably 100 years ago, are hints to the answer.lt tells us that the former
people in the South Pacific were sailing to distant islands.
Islands are a new abundant world opened to the strong-willed, regardless of generation.Let's spread the sail of
imagination in the sea of magnificent history and go on search for more blessings of fruitful wisdom.
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